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. .THE BODEGA ASSOCIATION Of THE UNITED STATES, INC.
; . t - . 513 WC$t 179 st. NeWYmk. N.V.too33· . ". . ' .

July II, 2004
C'bairman Michael J(. PoweD
federal CommuQ.i~tioni COltllTUSlIion
44512t1l Stu., S.W.
w••blnilon, DC 20554

R.E: Doel.., No. 03-133

Dear Chairman Powell:
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On boha.lfofthe Bodcgl1 As!locilrtion ofthe United Statd, I urge the Commission not to
add new access charges and fees to pre-paid ea.lling cards.

Pre-paid calling cards hive served 5lS a vital lifeline among members oftha Latino a.nd
African-American communities. not just in New York City but a190 in corrununitie!l
oatioo\\1de, where over 40% ofUlino. and ""er two-third. ofAfrican Americans bave
used pre-paid oards. No one knows this better than bodega and convenience store
o\llfters, where approxilJUltely 20% of the nation's calling card users purchase'theIr cards.

These ~ards are becon)ing more widespread because they are Illaw cost and oonvaUcnt
way to make tdepbone calls. & pre-paid calling cards become more popul.a.r, bodega
owners see an. iocreue lD sal•• at tho nme time that comUI'l1tt. uo $.llv1.ag rDOIlP.)l. ()n

the otber band. alIding """" charges and otber f.... would lead to less demand for
calling conIs. fewer sales fot bodegas and less communication amongst friends and
6lmily, espl!CWly among those for whom the pbollt i. th~ only connection.

ThIs last point ,hoold 1)0' be minimized- Bcxkga owners are. olton tlto llubs ofactivity In
many minority «nnnnUlitie.. Itls evident tha' fQr many poOple, particularly the.. with
low incom.es. pre-paid call1ng cards have become a crucial ayenue fo'{ ~yih.B Ul touch
with family. oontactinl1 employ.,., making doctor's appoiotments. and staying oonnected
in ways tha.t we ottca ta.'ko for granted.. The imp3.Ct of 3 higher .coStl for pre-paid calling
costs would be levert 01;'1 those who rely so heavily on them. ~.

Bodega owners have already faoedtbe offee" ofsticker ,book in 2004 with the increase
in <biry pric.es and oth~ C;Of\Nmer gOOd5. The ht~t thing our mcmbeD need (s for another
popular item to become prohibitively prieed - it', bad fo< sa1es and bad for OO"",lll<rs. l
tboTefore urge the Commission ro ",",p pre-paid oalling cards affordable.
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